stanley m. burstein it, Nubia was Egypt's "corridor to Africa". Through Nubia, Egypt received a large variety of sub-Saharan African goods including gold, slaves, exotic woods, and ivory and other animal products that were essential to the lifestyle of the Egyptian elite and religious cult. Politically, however, Nubia, or more precisely, the Kingdom of Kush located in the central Sudan, was also Egypt's principal rival for domination of the Upper Nile Valley and sometimes of Egypt itself. Traditionally, rulers of Egypt sought to secure access to the products of Nubia and security for Egypt by firmly occupying northern Nubia and forcing peoples further south in the region to recognize Egyptian suzerainty, 4 and the evidence suggests that Ptolemy II followed a similar policy.
The potential for conflict in Nubia was real. The Hellenistic kings of Kush viewed themselves as the heirs of the Nubian kings of Egypt's twenty-fifth dynasty. Like them, they styled themselves Kings of Upper and Lower Egypt, and they hoped to restore their ancestors' preeminence in lower Nubia. Twice already in the fourth century BC kings of Kush had taken advantage of Egyptian weakness to attempt to reassert their authority in lower Nubia. So, early in the century, Harsiyotef had campaigned as far as Syene and asserted his authority over local rulers in lower Nubia.
5 Again, shortly before, or possibly during, the reign of Alexander, Nastasen repeated Harsiyotef 's campaign, imposing his authority on local chieftains as far north as Abou Simbel.
6 Not surprisingly, therefore, even before Ptolemy II intervened in Nubia, both Alexander and Ptolemy I had both involved themselves in the region, the former dispatching a scouting expedition during his stay in Egypt under the pretext of searching for the sources of the Nile, 7 and the latter campaigning in Nubia, while he was still officially only satrap of Egypt.
8
Detailed reconstruction of Ptolemy II's activities in Nubia is unfortunately not possible. As is true of so many aspects of Hellenistic history, the problem lies in the sources. These were once abundant and varied.
existence is postulated on the basis of Herodotus 4.181-185 by Liverani 2000; and the route to the Sudan via the western oases that was widely used in the early modern period (cf. Adams 1977, 612 
